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Biden doubles US global donation of COVID-19 vaccine shots 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 

President Joe Biden announced Wednesday that the 
United States is doubling its purchase of Pfizer's COVID-19 
shots to share with the world to 1 billion doses as he em- 
braces the goal of vaccinating 70% of the global popula- 
tion within the next year. 

The stepped-up U.S. commitment marks the cornerstone 
of the global vaccination summit Biden convened virtu- 
ally on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly, where 
he encouraged well-off nations to do more to get the 
coronavirus under control. 

World leaders, aid groups and global health organiza- 
tions are growing increasingly vocal about the slow pace 
of global vaccinations and the inequity of access to shots 
between residents of wealthier and poorer nations. 

The U.S. purchase of another 500 million shots brings the 
total U.S. vaccination commitment to more than 1.1 bil- 
lion doses through 2022. About 160 million shots supplied 
by the U.S. have already been distributed to more than 
100 countries, representing more donations than the rest 
of the world combined. The remaining American doses 
will be distributed over the coming year. 
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Biden doubles US global donation of COVID-19 vaccine shots 


Continued from Front 


‘To beat the pandemic 
here, we need to beat it 
everywhere, Biden said. 
He added that with the 
new commitments, "For 
every one shot we've ad- 
ministered to date in Amer- 
ica, we have now commit- 
ted to do three shots to the 
rest of the world." 

The latest purchase reflects 
only a fraction of what will 
be necessary to meet a 
goal of vaccinating 70% 
of the global population 
— and 70% of the citizens 
of each nation — by next 


September's U.N. meeting. 
It's a target pushed by glo- 
bal aid groups that Biden 
threw his weight behind. 
Biden is pressing other 
countries to do more in 
their vaccine sharing plans. 
"We need other high in- 
come countries to deliver 
on their own ambitious vac- 
cine donations and pledg- 
es, Biden said. He called 
on wealthy countries to 
commit to donating, rath- 
er than selling the shots to 
poorer nations, and fo pro- 
vide them "with no political 
Strings attached." 

The European Union com- 
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mitted to donating 500 
million doses — a slight in- 
crease from its earlier an- 
nounced plans — accord- 
ing to a joint statement 
between the bloc and the 
U.S. "We call for nations that 
are able to vaccinate their 
populations to double their 
dose-sharing commitments 
or tO make meaningful 
contributions to vaccine 
readiness, the statement 
said. They also committed 
to working with the U.S. fo 
bolster global vaccine sup- 
ply. Biden, in his remarks, 
said the U.S. would also in- 
crease Its funding to global 
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aid groups that are admin- 
istering shots. The American 
resoonse has come under 
criticism for being too mod- 
est, particularly as the ad- 
ministration advocates for 
providing booster shots to 
tens of millions of Ameri- 
cans before’ vulnerable 
people in poorer nations 
have received even a first 
dose. 

"We have observed fail- 
ures of multilateralism to re- 
spond in an equitable, co- 
ordinated way fo the most 
acute moments. The exist- 
ing gaps between nations 
with regard to the vaccina- 
tion process are unheard 
of," Colombian President 
lvan Duque said Tuesday 
at the United Nations. 
More than 5.9 billion COV- 
ID-19 doses have been 
administered globally over 
the past year, representing 
about 43% of the global 
population. But there are 
vast disparities in distribu- 
tion, with many lower-in- 
come nations struggling to 
vaccinate even the most 
vulnerable share of their 
populations, and some yet 
to exceed 2% to 3% vaccli- 
nation rates. Chilean Presi- 
dent Sebastian Pinera said 
the "triumph" of speedy 
vaccine develooment was 
offset by political "failure" 
that produced inequita- 
ble distribution. "In science, 
cooperation prevailed; in 
politics, individualism. In sci- 
ence, shared information 
reigned; in politics, reserve. 
In sclence, teamwork pre- 
dominated; in politics, iso- 
lated effort," Pinera said. 
The World Health Organiza- 
tion says only 15% of prom- 
ised donations of vaccines 
— from rich countries that 
have access to large quan- 
tities of them — have been 
delivered. The U.N. health 
agency has said it wants 
countries to fulfill their 
dose-sharing pledges "im- 
mediately" and make shots 


available for programs that 
benefit poor countries and 
Africa in particular. 
COVAX, the U.N.-backed 
orogram to ship vaccines to 
all countries has struggled 
with production Issues, SUP- 
ply shortages and a near- 
cornering of the market for 
vaccines by wealthy na- 
tions. The WHO has urged 
companies that produce 
vaccines to prioritize COV- 
AX and make public their 
supply schedules. It also 
has appealed to wealthy 
countries to avoid broad 
rollouts of booster shots so 
doses can be made avail- 
able to health care workers 
and vulnerable people in 
the developing world. Such 
calls have largely gone ig- 
nored. 

COVAX has missed nearly 
all of its vaccine-sharing 
targets. Its managers also 
have lowered their ambi- 
tions to ship vaccines by 
the end of this year, from 
an original target of some 
2 billion doses worldwide 
to hopes for 1.4 billion now. 
Even that mark could be 
missed. As of Tuesday, 
COVAX had shioped more 
than 296 million doses to 
141 countries. 

Biden, earlier this year, 
broke with European allies 
to embrace waivers to in- 
tellectual property rights for 
the vaccines, but there was 
no movement Wednesday 
toward the necessary glo- 
bal consensus on the is- 
sue required under World 
Trade Organization § rules. 
While some non-govern- 
mental organizations have 
called those waivers vital 
to boosting global produc- 
tion of the shots, U.S. offi- 
cials concede it is not the 
most constricting factor in 
the inequitable vaccine 
distribution — and some 
privately doubt the waiv- 
ers for the highly complex 
shots would lead to en- 
hanced production.) 
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COVID-19 creates dire US shortage of teachers, school staff 


By JOCELYN GECKER 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
One desperate California 
school district is sending 
flYvers home. in_ students’ 
lunchboxes, telling parents 
It's "now hiring.” Elsewhere, 
principals are filling in as 
crossing guards, teach- 
ers are being offered sign- 
ing bonuses and schools 
are moving back to online 
learning. 

Now that schools have 
welcomed students back 
to classrooms, they face a 
new challenge: a shortage 
of teachers and staff the 
likes of which some districts 
say they have never seen. 
Public schools have strug- 
gled for years with teach- 
er shortages, particularly 
in math, science, special 
education and languages. 
But the coronavirus pan- 
demic has exacerbated 
the problem. The stress of 
teaching in the COVID-19 
era has triggered a spike 
in retirements and resigna- 
tions. Schools also need 
to hire staffers like tutors 
and special aides to make 
up for learning losses and 
more teachers to run online 
school for those not ready 
to return. 

Teacher shortages and 
difficulties filling Openings 
have been reported in Ten- 
nessee, New Jersey and 
South Dakota, where one 
district started the school 
year with 120 teacher va- 
cancies. Across Texas, the 
main districts in Houston, 
Waco and elsewhere re- 
ported hundreds of teach- 
ing vacancies at the start 
of the year. 

Several schools nationwide 
have had to shut class- 
rooms because of a lack of 
teachers. 

In Michigan, Eastpointe 
Community Schools 
abruptly moved its middle 
school back to remote 
learning this week because 
it doesn't have enough 
teachers. The small district 
north of Detroit has 43 po- 
sitions vacant — a quarter 
of ifs teaching staff. When 
several middie school 
teachers resigned without 
notice last week, the dis- 
trict shifted to online classes 
to avoid sending in unqual- 
ified substitutes, spookes- 
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FILE - Inthis Aug. 12, 2021, file photo, a student gets help with his mask from transitional kindergarten 





4 


teacher Annette Cuccarese during the first day of classes at Tustin Ranch Elementary School in 


Tustin, Calif. 


woman Caitlyn Kienitz said. 
"You don't want just an 
adult who can pass a back- 
ground check, you want 
a teacher in front of your 
kids," Kienitz said. "This is ob- 
viously not ideal, but we're 
able to make sure they're 
getting each subject area 
from a teacher certified to 
teach it." 

According to a June survey 
of 2,490 members of the 
National Education Asso- 
ciation, 32% said the pan- 
demic drove them to plan 
to leave the profession ear- 
lier than expected. 
Another survey by the 
RAND Corp. said the pan- 
demic exacerbated attri- 
tion, burnout and stress on 
teachers, who were almost 
twice as likely as other em- 
ployed adults to feel fre- 
quent job-related _ stress 
and almost three times 
more likely to experience 
depression. 

The lack of teachers is "re- 
ally a nationwide issue 
and definitely a statewide 
issue,’ said Linda Darling- 
Hammond, president of 
California's State Board of 
Education. 

A school district in Califor- 
nia's West Contra Costa 
County is considering hiring 
out-of-state math educa- 


tors to teach online while a 
substitute monitors students 
IN person. 

"This is the most acute short- 
age of labor we have ever 
had," associate superinten- 
dent Tony Wold said. "We 
opened this year with 50 
— that's five-zero — teach- 
ing positions open. That 
means students are go- 
ing to 50 classrooms that 
do not have a permanent 
teacher." 

There are an additional 100 
openings for non-creden- 
tialed but critical staff like 
instructional aides — who 
helo English learners and 
special needs students — 
custodians, cafeteria work- 
ers and others, Wold said. 
California's largest  dis- 
trict, Los Angeles Unified 
with 600,000 students, has 
more than 500 teacher 
vacancies, a fivefold in- 
crease from previous years, 
sookeswoman Shannon 
Haber said. 

Schools try to fill in with sub- 
stitutes, but they're in short 
supply, too. Only about 
a quarter of the pool of 
1,000 qualified substitutes 
is willing to work in Fresno 
Unified, said Nikki Henry, a 
sookeswoman for the cen- 
tral California district with 
70,000 students and 12,000 


Associated Press 
staffers. 
At Berkeley High School, 
a shortage of substitutes 
means teachers are asked 
to fillin during their prep pe- 
riods, leading to exhaustion 
and burnout typically not 
felt at the start of a school 
yeor. 
"We are absolutely strained. 
This has been an incredibly 
stressful start to the year," 


said Hasmig Minassian, a 
ninth-grade teacher who 
describes physical and 
mental exhaustion as she 
tries to juggle staffing needs 
and the emotional needs 
of students who are show- 
ing signs of more mental 
fragility and learning loss. 
"It doesn't feel like there are 
enough adults on these 
campuses to keep. kids 
really safe. We feel short- 
staffed in a way we've 
never felt before," she said. 
"You know the early vid- 
eos of nurses crying in their 
cars? | kind of expect those 
to come out about teach- 
ers. 

The California shortages 
range from dire to less se- 
vere in places that planned 
ahead and beat the com- 
petition, but those are the 
minority, said Darling-Ham- 
mond of the board of edu- 
cation. 

"We're all competing for a 
shrinking piece of the pie," 
said Mike Ghelber, assistant 
superintendent at the Mo- 
rongo Unified School Dis- 
trict in the Mojave Desert, 
which has more than 200 
openings for special edu- 
cation aides, custodians, 
cafeteria workers and oth- 
ers. 

| don't know if everybody 
is getting snatched up, or if 
they don't want to teach in 
the COVID era, but it's like 
the well has dried up.) 
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High school goes remote again, blames student misbehavior 


By MICHAEL MELIA 
Associated Press 

A Connecticut high school 
that recently resumed full 
in-person learning for the 
first time since the onset 
of the pandemic sent stu- 
dents home temporarily 
for remote learning, blam- 
ing issues with misbehav- 
lor. 

New Britain High School, 
In| suburban Hartford, is 
‘hitting the refresh button’ 
and will restart the school 
year, Princicoal Damon 
Pearce wrote in a letter 
late Tuesday to students 
and families. 

Pearce initially said instruc- 
tion would be done re- 
motely through the end of 
this week, but the district 
later notified parents that 
students would be wel- 
come back Thursday for 
a half-day. A meeting was 


planned later Wednesday 
with the mayor and district 
leaders. 

Vilmaris Diaz said the 
switch left her daughter, a 
junior at the high school, in 
disbelief. Diaz said that her 
daughter much prefers in- 
person learning and that 
the change left families, 
including hers, scrambling 
to rework their schedules. 
"I'm assuming the behavior 
we are dealing with may 
be slightly worse than what 
we've had in the past be- 
cause of the pandemic, 
and kids' adjustments, but 
| don't think If was a reason 
for us to attempt to go re- 
mote for three days," Diaz 
said. 

Mayor Erin Stewart said she 
was told the school made 
its decision because of dif- 
ficulties controlling student 
behavior, particularly van- 


dalism and fighting. 

‘Im disappointed in. this 
decision, it's not fair to the 
majority of students who 
behave respectfully and 
want to be in school to 
learn,’ Stewart, a Repub- 
lican, said in a Facebook 
post. She said rule breakers 
should face consequenc- 
es, including removal from 
school, and she offered 
the assistance of the New 
Britain police. 

As students return to 
schools after a year and a 
half of learning disrupted 
by the pandemic, many 
districts have reported is- 
sues with behavior, includ- 
ing vandalism promoted 
by a viral TikTok challenge. 
Since New Britain's school 
year started two weeks 
ago, students have had to 
adjust to being at a school 
with over 2,000 pupils, 


Pearce said. Many did not 
come into school buildings 
at all last year because of 
the coronavirus. 

Those that did attended a 
school that had less than 
500 students present most 
of the year. 

The problems involve a 
small minority of students, 
school officials said. Su- 
perintendent Nancy Sarra 
said in a letter to families 
last week that educa- 
tors were working to help 
students handle conflict 
peacefully. 

Sarra's office did not im- 
mediately respond to 
a request for comment 
Wednesday. 

A spokesperson for the 
state Department of Edu- 
cation, Eric Scoville, said 
the district's actions con- 
flicted with state guid- 
ance that does not rec- 


ommend a move fo full 
remote learning. He said 
that there have been dis- 
cussions with local officials 
and that the state will oro- 
vide help responding the 
behavioral health needs 
identified by the district. 

In his letter Tuesday, 
Pearce urged parents fo 
soeak with their children 
about ‘acceptable and 
appropriate behavior" in 
SEMOCl: 

Pearce later acknowl- 
edged confusion over 
the announcement of the 
switch to remote learn- 
ing. In a letter announc- 
ing that students would be 
coming back Thursday, he 
said school staff used the 
opportunity of the remote 
day Wednesday fo ad- 
dress some of the student 
needs observed at the 
high school.) 








United Airlines say 97% of US employees have been vaccinated 
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By DAVID KOENIG 

AP Airlines Writer 

United Airlines says more 
than 97% of its U.S.-based 
employees are fully vac- 
cinated against COVID-19 
now that there is less than 
a week before a deadline 
to get the shots or get fired. 
The airline said Wednesday 
that the new figure does 
not include a "small num- 
ber’ of employees who are 
seeking a medical or reli- 
gious exemption from vac- 
cination. 


-UNETED 


a i 
— 


“Vaccine requirements 
work," United said in a 
memo to employees. 

The airline said last month 
that up to 90% of pilots and 
nearly 80% of flight atten- 
dants were vaccinated, 
but If did not give a com- 
panywide figure at the 
time. 

United said if will start ter- 
mination proceedings 
against unvaccinated em- 
ployees as soon as next 
Tuesday. 

The airline is among a small 
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group of companies that 
announced they would 
require vaccinations even 
before Sept. 9, when Presi- 
dent Joe Biden issued an 
executive order directing 
employers with more than 
100 workers to require vac- 
cinations or weekly testing 
for the virus. 

Last month, United set a 
deadline of Sept. 27 — next 
Monday -- for its 67,000 U.S.- 
based employees to get 
vaccinated or face termi- 
nation. 


However, employees who 
apply unsuccessfully for an 
exemption could get more 
time. 

They will have five weeks 
after their denial to get 
vaccinated. 
Chicago-based United de- 
clined to give a precise fig- 
ure for how many workers 
have asked for an exemp- 


tion and whether any re- 
quests have been granted. 
Employees who win an ex- 
emption will be placed on 
leave beginning Oct. 2. 
Some could come back if 
they wear masks and are 
tested weekly, although 
the timing of their return is 
Uncertain.) 
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LONDON (AP) — Environ- 
mental activists who have 
repeatedly blocked  Brit- 
ain's busiest highway face 
possible imprisonment after 
a judge granted an injunc- 
tion against the protesters, 
Britain's transport secretary 
said Wednesday. 

Members of campaign 
group Insulate Britain have 
shut down parts of London's 
M25 highway, which circles 
the British capital, five times 
in just over a week by sitting 
on the ground, painting 
the name of their group on 
the road and raising plac- 
ards in front of traffic. Some 
have also targeted other 
highways. 

Police have arrested doz- 
ens of the protesters, who 
demand the government 
improve home_ insulation 
to reduce emissions from 
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risks they are taking are be- 
cause that we have tried 
everything else to make 
the government protect us 
from the predicted impacts 
of climate chaos." 

“That involves the loss of alll 
that we cherish, our society, 
our way of life and law and 
order," she told BBC radio. 
Cohen said her group 
wants the government to 
Update insulation in social 
housing by 2025 and all 
homes by 2030, “because 
this is the most effective 
way to reduce emissions 
and save lives from fuel 
poverty.” 

The group said if will end 
its campaign as soon as it 
hears a "meaningful com- 
mitment’ by the govern- 
ment to its demands. 

The High Court order, 
which officially came into 


Police officers carry away a protester who had glued herself to a slip road at Junction 4 of the 
A1(M), near Hatfield, England, Monday Sept. 20, 2021. Environmental activists who have repeatedly 
blocked Britain’s busiest highway face possible imprisonment after a judge granted an injunction 
against the protesters, Britain’s transport secretary said Wednesday Sept. 22, 2021. 

(Steve Parsons/PA via AP) 


heating and powering 
homes. "Invading a motor- 
way Is reckless & puts lives 
at risk," Transport Secretary 
Grant Shapps wrote on 
Twitter. "| asked National 
Highways to seek an injunc- 
tion against M25 protestors 


force on Wednesday, pro- 
hibits anyone from "block- 
ing, endangering, slowing 
down, preventing, or ob- 
structing the free flow of 
traffic onto or along or off 
the M25 for the purposes of 
orotesting."L] 


which a judge granted last 
night." The injunction means 
that activists will face con- 


tempt of court with possible 
imprisonment If they contin- 
ue blocking roads. 


Insulate Britain sookeswom- 
an Zoe Cohen said protest- 
ers “understand that the 





designate announced 
party coalition will form 
ment. 

pointed billionaire 
his party placed first in a 
legislative election, netting 


102 out of the 395 seats in 


ment. 





Wednesday that a three- 
the country's next govern- 
King Mohammed VI ap- 
AZIZ 


Akhanouch as prime min- 
ister earlier this month after 


the lower house of parlia- 


The coalition includes Akh- 
anouch's liberal National 
Rally of Independents 
Party, or RNI, the Authen- 
ticity and Modernity party 
(PAM) and the conserva- 
tive Istiglal (IP). 

Formed in 2008 by Fouad 
Ali El Hima, a personal 
friend of the king and one 
of his close advisers, PAM 
has never before been 
part of a Moroccan gov- 
emment. 

The Istiglal Party is Moroc- 
cos oldest party and has 


participated in several 
governments since the 
kingdom gained indepen- 
dence from France in 1956. 
The three parties together 
won 270 seats in the House 
of Representatives, giving 
the coalition government 
a comfortable majority to 
pass laws. 

"We will work together to 
form an effective and co- 
herent majority before pre- 
senting the government 
lineup to King Mohammed 
VI", Akhanouch said dur- 


Morocco: 3 parties agree to form new coalition government 


RABAT, Morocco (AP) — 
Morocco's prime minister- 


ing a press conference. 
"We share many historical 
backgrounds and we inter- 
sect in a number of priori- 
ties." A former agriculture 
minister, AKnanouch is one 
of Morocco's richest men. 
He replaces Prime Minister 
Saad Eddine El Othmani, 
whose Islamist Justice and 
Development Party (PJD) 
suffered a stinging a de- 
feat in the Sept. 8 election. 
The party, which has been 
iN power since 2011, se- 
cured only 13 parliament 


seats, down from 125 in the 
2016 election. 

The PJD's leadership re- 
signed en masse after this 
month's elections and said 
the party would join the 
opposition ranks. 

In a statement, the moder- 
ate Islamist party alleged 
"many violations and im- 
balances witnessed" dur- 
ing the elections,’ adding 
that "the results do not re- 
flect the reality of the po- 
litical map and the free will 
of the voters."} 








EU's top diplomat urges Iran to 
return to nuclear talks 


By EDITH M. LEDERER Asso- 
ciated Press 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 
European Union's top diplo- 
mat urged Iran to return to 
talks on its nuclear program 
while the country's foreign 
minister reiterated Tehran's 
willingness to resume ne- 
gotiations’ during a meet- 
ing at the United Nations, 


the EU said Wednesday. 
The remaining parties to 
the 2015 deal that meant 
to contain lran's nuclear 
program have held several 
rounds of talks in Vienna 
earlier this year on how to 
bring the U.S. back into the 
deal and how Iran can re- 
turn to compliance with its 
terms. 


But the last round ended 
in June, ahead of Iran's 
elections that boosted the 
ranks of hard-liners. Iran's 
new leaders have come 
Under pressure to resume 
the Talks. 

There has been specula- 
tion that the remaining par- 
ties to the deal — Russia, 
China, Britain, France, Ger- 





European Union foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell speaks to the 
press on Monday, Sept. 20, 2021, in New York. 


many and lran — would 
meet on the sidelines of 


(AP Photo/Brittainy Newman) 


this week's U.N. General As- 
sembly. L) 
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Travel in Canada Is a prize for the vaccinated and vigilant 


By CALVIN WOODWARD 
Associated Press 


KAMOURASKA, Quebec 
(AP) — When the pan- 
demic descended, the 


boundless vistas and insane 
sunsets of Kamouraska be- 
came a distant, unattain- 
able dream for this bicyclist 
from Virginia. This is one of 
Quebec's most beautiful 
places and, for me, a year- 
ly touchstone | could no 
longer touch. 

It finally came within reach. 
On Aug. 9, the day Cana- 
da conditionally reooened 
the border to U.S. tourists, 
my car with the bicycle 
was packed and ready to 
go. But | wasnt. | had put 
off the required coronavi- 
rus test too late to be sure 
| would have the results in 
time. 

On Labor Day, my docu- 
ments now complete, 
| drove north, breezed 
across the border and was 
soon cycling in a tapestry 
of storybook villages, cano- 
la fields and hedgerows of 
wild roses along the broad 
expanse of the St. Law- 
rence River. 

Americans wanting to ex- 
perience Canada's vibrant 
autumn or its winter land- 
scapes can do so again. 
But getting here means 
jumping through hoops 
before you go. And being 
here means adapting to 
hypervigilance against the 
virus. Canada doesn't mess 
around with COVID-19 — 
and isn't suffering from it like 





A bievele reste acieinst a hedge by the St. Lawrence River on Route Verte 1, one of Quebec’s 
prime long-distance bicycling routes, outside the village of Kamouraska 


people in many parts of the 
U.S. are now. 

Those hoops¢ To get into 
Canada as a tourist you 
must be fully vaccinated. 
You must have a PCR-va- 
riety COVID test taken no 
more than 72 hours in ad- 
vance, with results ready 
to present at the border if 
driving or at the airport of 
departure before you can 
board. 

You have to pre-register 
with the Canadian govern- 
ment and get a code. You 
must present the basics of 
a backup quarantine plan 
in advance, in case you 


are randomly tested again 
Upon arrival and found to 
be positive. 

You can't be like the man 
from Atlanta whom border 
guards were talking about 
when | crossed. He'd pulled 
Up a few nights earlier, un- 
vaccinated, no test, no pre- 
registration and no hope of 
getting into Canada, more 
than 16 hours from home. 

| crossed at the Thousand 
Iskands Bridge in Ontario, 
where there was no wait. 
Two officials checked my 
vaccine and test docu- 
mentation before | could 
oroceed to the border sta- 
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tion, where | had the in- 
formation checked again 
along with my U.S. pass- 
port. The guard asked a 
few questions and cheer- 
fully sent me on my way. 

In nearby Brockville, people 
were wearing masks out- 
side as well as inside. They 
were masked on down- 
town streets, in the water- 
front park and in parking 
lots. When | indulged my 
Unnatural craving for Tim 
Hortons coffee, a rarity in 
most of the U.S. but every- 
where-just-everywhere — in 
Canada, a group of about 
10 people walked in to- 





gether. 

They were masked, but not 
socially distanced. The staff 
immediately ordered them 
out and told them fo re- 
enter properly separated, 
a few ata time. 

This was in contrast to the 
laxity along much of the 
Interstate 81 corridor and 
Upstate New York, where 
few customers in stores off 
the highway were masked 
and no enforcement of dis- 
tancing was evident. After 
my trip, New York's St. Law- 
rence County was seeing 
new COVID cases at a rate 
12 times higher than across 
the river in Ontario. 

The vigilance in Ontario 
only intensified when | 
reached Quebec the next 
day. These were the early 
days of Quebec's vaccine 
“oassport,' the first of its kind 
in Canada. 

Residents older than 12 
must have the passport 
to be seated inside or on 
the patios of restaurants, 
bars, concert halls, outdoor 
events with more than 50 
people, and most other 
oublic places that are not 
deemed essential. Outsid- 
ers dO not need and can- 
not get the passport but 
must present vaccine proof 
as well as an ID showing 
a home address outside 
Quebec. Vaccine proof 
is not required to stay ata 
hotel in Quebec but must 
be shown to go into the 
lobbies and other common 


soaces.L) 








ROME (AP) — The uncle 
of an 18-year-old woman 
who disappeared months 
ago in Italy after refusing 
an arranged marriage in 
Pakistan was detained 
Wednesday on the out- 
Skis 2Ol seciis. Cee onrding 
to Italian authorities who 
fear the teenager may be 
dead. 

Saman Abbas was. last 
seen in late April by neigh- 
bors in the vicinity of her 
family's home in the farm 
town of Novellara, near 
the city of Reggio Emilia. 
A few days later, a Milan 
airoort video captured her 
parents, who had report- 


edly been pressuring Ab- 
bas to marry a man she 
had never met, hurrying to 
Coie a lliehi te. Pakisien: 
Italian Prosecutor Isabella 
Chiesi told reporters that 
Pals pcllee, deling) on a 
European warrant issued 
in connection with the 
woman's disappearance, 
detained the uncle in an 
apartment where he had 
been living with other peo- 
ple. Italian police said his 
social media use played a 
part in investigators track- 
ing him down. 

"| contend it's fundamental 
to have gotten the uncle, 
who, from all the investiga- 


tions and checks, appears 
to be the mastermind of 
ise ereazy -Eniminel! Slein, | 
the Italian news agency 
LaPresse quoted the pros- 
ecutor as saying at ad news 
conference in Reggio 
Emilia. 

Chiesi didn't elaborate on 
what the alleged plan en- 
tailed. She expressed hope 
that the uncle's detention 
in France would lead to his 
transfer to Italy so he could 
be interrogated by Italian 
authorities. 

Abbas told her boyfriend 
in Italy, who Is also of Paki- 
stani origin, that her par- 
ents wanted to marry her 


Italy: Uncle of feen who refused arranged marriage detained 


off fo an older man in their 
homeland but that she 
was refusing. Affer going 
to authorities, Abbas was 
allowed to stay at a shelter 
but later returned home, 
reportedly after her fam- 
lly sent her text messages 
begging her to come 
back, Italian news reports 
said. 

The young woman's dis- 
appearance has gripped 
Italians for weeks. Police, 
aided by dogs, searched 
the farm fields of Novella- 
ra near the family's home 
looking for Abbas' body. 
Her younger brother told 
authorities that he had 


learned that the uncle 
had allegedly killed her 
sister, according to Italian 
media. 

Three men were seen on 
a surveillance camera 
video carrying shovels, a 
pail and a sack near the 
family home in Italy about 
the time of her disappear- 
ance. 

Italian authorities are also 
seeking the parents and 
a male cousin, while an- 
other cousin was detained 
in France earlier this year 
and then transferred to 
ltaly. He is being held in jail 
for investigation of a sus- 
pected role in the case.L) 
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By LIUDAS DAPKUS 
Associated Press Writer 
VILNIUS, Lithuania (AP) 
— Lithuanian cyberse- 
curity experts are urging 
the country's government 
agencies to abandon the 
use of Chinese smartohone 
brands after an investiga- 
tion identified security vul- 
nerabilities and censorship 
concerns with certain de- 
vices. 

Lithuania's National Cy- 
ber Security Center said 
it found four major cyber- 
security risks for devices 
made by Huawei and 
Xiaomi, including two re- 
lating to pre-installed apps 
and one involving personal 
data leakage, and warned 
against using these two 
brands. 

Xigaomi phones, — which 
contain a content-filtering 
feature for 449 keywords 
or groups of keywords in 
Chinese characters, also 
carry the risk of possible re- 
strictions on freedom of ex- 
pression, according to the 
Lithuanian investigation. 
The cybersecurity center 
warned the function could 
be activated at any time 
and said it did not rule out 
the possibility that words 
written in Latin characters 
could be added. Accord- 
ing to the Lithuanian report, 
apps receive updated lists 
of censored words and 
ohrases and are capable 
of blocking them. 

The phrases include "Free 
Tibet," "Voice of America,” 
“Democratic Movement’ 
and "Long Live Taiwan In- 
dependence. = Although 
the content-filfering fea- 
ture was disabled and no 
censorshio was performed 
on the phones the Lithua- 
nian center inspected, the 
center warned the func- 
tion could be activated at 
any time. 

A Huawel spokesperson in 
Lithuania denied the alle- 
gations. 

Xiaomi denied its phones 
could be used to censor 
or posed privacy risks, say- 
ing they complied with the 
European Union's stringent 
privacy regulations. 
"Xiaomi's devices do not 
censor Communications to 
or from its users," the com- 
pany said in a statement. 
"xiaomi has never and will 


FILE - In this Thursday, May 16, 2019 file photo, a man is silhouetted near the Huawei logo in Beijing. 


never restrict or block any 
personal behaviors of our 
smartohone users, such 
as searching, calling, web 
browsing or the use of third- 
party communication soft- 
ware. Xiaomi fully resoects 
and protects the legal 
rights of all users." 

The cybersecurity center, 
which is a Defense Ministry 
agency, also investigated 
phones made by another 
Chinese company, One- 
Plus, but found no prob- 
lems. 

"We strongly recommend 
that state and public insti- 
tutions not use those de- 
vices and plan to initiate 
legislation which regulates 
acquiring certain devices 
for the ministries and vari- 
ous state agencies,’ Depu- 
ty Defense Minister Margiris 
Abukevicius said Wednes- 
day. 

More than 200 public au- 
thorities have purchased 
such phones, and over 
4,500 phones are in use, 
“which, in Our opinion, in- 
creases the risks,’ Abukevi- 
cius said. He didn't specify 
the makes of all the phones. 
The center's investigation, 
released Tuesday, was 
done "to ensure the safe 
use of 5G mobile devices 
sold in our country and the 
software they contain," he 
said. 

Also, ordinary "people 
should also know what's in- 
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Lithuanian agency warns against use of Chinese-made phones 


side these phones, about 
the certain software and 
consider safety before 
making their decisions," the 
minister said. 

Beijing-based Xiaomi, 
known for its value-for- 
money devices, became 
the world's No. 2 smart- 
oOhone maker by sales this 
year, trailing only Samsung. 
The company was put on a 
U.S. Defense Department 
blacklist in the last few days 
of the Trump administra- 
tion, which accused it of 
links to China's military. It 
was later removed after 
suing the U.S. government 
and denies having any links 
with China's People's Liber- 
ation Army. 

The move comes amid ten- 
sions between Lithuania 
and China. 

Earlier this month, Lithuania 
recalled its ambassador to 
China following the Baltic 
country's decision in July to 
allow Taiwan to open an 
office in its capital under 
its own name. In August, 
China recalled its ambas- 
sador to Lithuania and told 
the Baltic nation to “imme- 
diately rectify its wrong de- 
cision." 

China says Taiwan is part 
of its territory and doesn't 
have the right to diplomat- 
ic recognition, although 
the island maintains infor- 
mal ties with all major na- 
tions through trade offices, 


including in the United 
States and Japan. Chinese 
oressure has reduced Tal- 
wan's formal diplomatic al- 
lies to just 15. 

Taiwan and _— Lithuania 
agreed in July that the of- 
fice in the capital, Vilnius, 
set to open this fall, will 
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bear the name. Taiwan 
rather than Chinese Taipei 
— a term often used in oth- 
er countries in order not to 
offend Beijing. On Wednes- 
day, Lithuania said it was 
sending another 236,000 
COVID-19 vaccines to 


Taiwan.L] 
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Minister Dangui Oduber presented The Goodwill Ambassador to 





Mr. Peter Smith 
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ORANJESTAD — Wednesday afternoon the Minister of 
Tourism Mr. Dangui Oduber had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitor with the Goodwill 
Ambassador. The Goodwill Ambassador is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token of apprecia- 
tion to the guests who visit Aruba 40 years and more con- 
secutively. 


The honoree recognized as The Goodwill Ambassador 
certificates went to Mr. Peter Smith who has been com- 
ing to Aruba consecutively for 43 years. 


Peter stated that he loves the island very much, especial- 
ly for its year-round sunny weather, nice sandy beaches, 
delicious variety of foods, safety, and Aruba’s warm and 
friendly people. 


The Minister of Tourism was delighted to have presented 
the certificate to the honoree and handed over some 
presents and thanked him for choosing Aruba as his fa- 
vorite vacation destination and as his home away from 
home for more than 4 decades.) 





International Housekeeping Week 2021, filled with smiles, laughter 
and happiness at Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 


Palm Beach -- The Interna- 
tional Housekeeping Week 
2021, in early September, 
was filled with surprises 
for the hardworking team 
members in the house- 





keeping department of the 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean 
Resort & Casino. 


The week's events orga- 
nized by the department of 


Human Resources, includ- 
ed an interactive program 
out together in collabora- 
tion with the Food & Bever- 
age department. 
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“This year we are celebrat- 
ing the strength, commit- 
ments and heart of our 
Team Members. Each of 
you Is an integral part of 
keeping our guests and fel- 
low Team Members healthy 
and safe”, says general 
Manager Vasco Baselli, 
adding, “We are so thank- 
ful and appreciative for alll 
you do, and we can’t wait 
to celebrate you with a full 
week of smiles, laughter 
and happiness.” 

The week started off with 
an Ice Cream get together 
at the housekeeping en- 
trance, then a sumptuous 
Thank You breakfast the 
following day, a Pizza Day, 
a Donut Day and a Snack 


Box Treat, adding a touch 
of excitement to each 
workday. 

At — Hilton, 
Housekeeping Week Is cel- 
ebrated across the globe, 


International 


recognizing the  House- 
keeping Team for their 
dedication and hard work 
each and every day. At 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean 
Resort & Casino, the lead- 
ership team acknowledges 
and shows its apprecia- 
tion for all the contributions 
Made by the resort’s back- 
of-the-house heroes do on 
a daily basis. 

Pictured here, the House- 
keeping heroes as the 
center of attention for the 
week. () 
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ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba fo meé Is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news @arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated Companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook pagel! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive fo make you a happy 
reader every day again.) 
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New beginnings after the kitchen table and beyond with new restaurant: 


Infini by Chef Urvin Croes 


PALM BEACH — After spear- 
heading The Kitchen Table for 
five years, receiving notable 
recognitions in USA Today, The 
Daily Meal and earning the #1 
spot on Tripadvisor’s list of Fine 
Dining Restaurants in the Carib- 
bean, Chef Urvin Croes has now 
moved on to higher heights. In- 
fini, his new chef's table, which 
opened at the Blue Residences 
in November 2020, allows the 
Michelin-trained Aruban cu- 
linary artist to create gastro- 
nomic experiences unconfined 
by cultural or regional expec- 
tations. The former The Kitchen 
Table space has since been 
renovated into a suitable cu- 
linary studio to host this vision. 
In describing these changes, 
Croes says: “We opened up the 
entire kitchen and elevated the 
dining tables so guests have a 
front row stadium-like view of 
each step of the preparations. 
The spotlights, which we care- 
fully choreograph, follow the 
plates’ transition from blank 
canvas into culinary works of 
art.” 


“It is a flavor that you cannot de- 
fine, but you can create." 

He had been sitting on the first 
menu for over a year. Inspired by 
umami, one of the five basic tastes, 
and also Japanese for “essence of 
deliciousness”, Chef Croes strived 
to organically produce this palate 
in each dish of the eight-course 
Chef's Impression. “It is a flavor that 
you cannot define, but you can 
create. Take our popular langous- 
tine for example; we combined 
elements that are rarely paired 
together: the bitter, sour and salty 
flavors of the lemon cream, kom- 
bucha, green grapes, watercress 
and achiote, fused with the sweet 
and delicate taste of the langous- 
tine induce ultimate umami.” 


After hosting the first menu for 
three months, the Executive Chef 
introduced a second tour de force 
in February 2021 — this time a pes- 


catarian menu dedicated to Lent, 
of which Croes has to say: “I want- 
ed to focus on the finest fish in the 
world, they are the protagonists 
of this season.” Visitors can expe- 
rience the second Chef's Impres- 
sion until May 2021, at which point 
Croes and his team will reveal ex- 
citing new flavors for the summer. 


"Without a great team, there is no 
great chef” 

“There is very little | can do by my- 
self. Without a great team, there Is 
no great chef”, says Croes, while 
raving about the six young profes- 
sionals sharing his kitchen. All grad- 
uates of Aruba’s EPI College and 
familiar faces to the Chef as each 
one has completed their culinary 
internship Under his guidance. In 
fact, Infini’s Chef de Cuisine, Ash- 
win Maduro, was Urvin’'s very first 
student, before relocating to Am- 
sterdam, where he worked at sev- 
eral Michelin-starred restaurants, 
including &moshik (formally &Sam- 
houd Places). Having recently re- 





turned to Aruba, Chef Maduro Is 
thrilled to be reunited with his first 
mentor and hopes to secure Arvu- 
ba’s soace on the global map of 
Unique culinary experiences. Simi- 
larly, after four years working in the 
two-Michelin starred restaurant 
Seectrum, Chef de Partie Moises 
Ramirez returned home to share 
his vast experience in formulating 
recipes with meticulous attention 
to detail and consistency. Further 
down the kitchen line, Chef de 
Partie Alvaro Yi, who has worked 
at the two-Michelin starred FG 
Restaurant, is all about expressing 
himself through cooking and plat- 
ing to create art that you can eat. 
Mixologist Marc-Anthony Rannis 
brings eight years of experience In 
the fine dining industry to Infini. His 
fine craftsmanship is displayed in 
the unparalleled wine pairings and 
signature cocktails, which include 
his personally homemade syrups, 
garnishes and fresh local ingredi- 
ents. Maitre D’ and Junior Somme- 
lier Jessica Theysen, who previously 
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managed renowned Chef Den- 
nis Huwae's Restaurant Daalder 
in Amsterdam, is a true storyteller. 
From the moment she serves the 
Salinity welcome drink and the cu- 
linary tale begins, she takes you on 
an adventure around the world 
to discover never-before-tasted 
combinations. Then, towards the 
end of the night, it is his time to 
shine — Pastry Chef Jean-Claude 
Werleman, that is. After soending 
the last two years perfecting his 
recipes in the Pastry Department of 
the Ritz Carlton Aruba, Werleman 
joins Infini fo continue exploring his 
passion for experimenting with col- 
ors and bold flavors. 


"It's time to show that Aruba is a cu- 
linary destination of its own" 

“The goal is to leave our visitors 
soeechless. The look on their faces 
whenever they take the first bite 
says it all and it is priceless", shares 
Croes, with a smile. Reclaiming the 
soot of number one restaurant in 
the Caribbean is also in sight, but 
this time he will not stop there. “In 
the end, we want Aruba to be 
recognized for its culinary mastery. 
We have trained the best culinary 
artists right here on the island and 
they have proven themselves in- 
ternationally in the most renowned 
kitchens in the world. Now it is time 
to show that Aruba is a culinary 
destination of its own. Who knows 
where that will take us; hopefully to 
infinity and beyond.” 













Infini located at Blue Residenc- | 
es currently serves an eight- | 
course Chef's Impression to up 
to 21 guests starting at 6:30PM. 
To make reservations visit www. | 
infiniaruba.com or call +297- 
— -699-3982.1_)} 
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Stocks rise broadly on Wall Street ahead of Fed statement 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 

AP Business Writer 

Stocks rose broadly on Wall 
Street Wednesday ahead 
of an update from the Fed- 
eral Reserve on how and 
when it might begin eas- 
ing Its extraordinary support 
measures for the economy. 
The S&P 500 rose 1.2% as of 
12:38 p.m. Eastern. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
rose 444 points, or 1.3%, to 
34,634 and the Nasdaq 
rose 1.1%. 

Gains within the S&P 500 
were broad and could po- 
tentially break a four-day 
losing streak for the index, 
if they hold. More than 90% 
of stocks in the index rose. 
Banks and technology 
companies led the gains. 
Communications compa- 
nies and utilities lagged the 
market. 

Smaller stocks did better 
than the broader market. 
The Russell 2000 rose 1.7%. 
The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note held steady 
at 1.32%. Crude oil prices 
rose 1.9%. Netflix jumped 
3.3% after the streaming 
entertainment service ac- 
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trading, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021. 


quired the works of Roald 
Dahl, the late British author 
of celebrated children's 
books such as "Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory.” 

Facebook fell 4.2% and 
tempered gains for com- 
munications stocks. The 
social media company's 
oversight board said it will 








Netflix buys Wonka 
author Dahl's catalog 


LONDON (AP) — Neiflix has acquired the works of Roald 
Dahl, the late British author of celebrated children's books 
such as "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory." 

The video streaming giant said Wednesday that it ac- 
quired the Roald Dahl Story Co., which manages the rights 
to the author's characters and stories. No financial terms 
were disclosed. The deal builds on a partnership struck in 
2018 to create a slate of animated TV series, under which 
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" is getting a reboot 
by Academy Award winning filmmaker Taika Waititi and 
Netflix is working with Sony on an adaptation of "Matilda 
the Musical." The new deal paves the way for Netflix to 
bring all of fhe author's back catalogue to screens. 
‘These projects ooened our eyes to Ga MUCH more ambi- 
tious venture - the creation of a unique universe across 
animated and live action films and TV, publishing, games, 
immersive experiences, live theatre, consumer products 
and more," Netflix Co-CEO Ted Sarandos and Luke Kelly, 
managing director of the Roald Dahl Story Co. and Dahl's 
grandson, said in a joint statement. Dahl died in 1990 at 
the age of 74 but his books, which also include "The BFG," 
"The Twits" and "Fantastic Mr. Fox," remain popular with 
young readers, with more than 300 million copies sold 
worldwide and translations in 63 languages.) 


review an internal system 
that exempted high-profile 
users from some or all of its 
rules. 

FedEx slumped 8.2% after 
it reported sharply higher 
costs even as demand for 
shipping increased. A wide 
range of industrial and oth- 
er companies have been 
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dealing with higher costs 
because of a mix of labor 
and supply chain problems. 
Investors’ key focus on 
Wednesday is the Fed's 
statement on interest rate 
policy. The central bank 
has been buying bonds to 
keep interest rates low since 
the pandemic sapped the 


economy 18 months ago. 
It has signaled that it will 
eventually reduce those 
ourchases, but the breadth 
and timing Is still unknown. 
Wall Street has been trying 
to gauge how the slow- 
down in the economic re- 
covery will affect the Fed's 
decision-making process. 
The broader market has 
been choppy as that ques- 
tion lingers amid rising cas- 
es of COVID-19 because of 
the highly contagious delta 
variant. 

Investors have also been 
concerned about heav- 
ily indebted Chinese real 
estate developers and the 
damage they could do 
if they default and send 
ripple effects through mar- 
kets. Evergrande, one of 
China's biggest private 
sector conglomerates, said 
it will make a payment due 
Thursday, potentially easing 
some of those concerns. 
European markets were 
mostly higher and Asian 
markets were mixed. Mar- 
kets in South Korea and 
Hong Kong were closed for 
holidays.) 





BEIRUT (AP) — _ Leba- 
non's new government 
raised the price of fuel on 
Wednesday by 16%, the 
second time in five days, 
part of a gradual lifting of 
subsidies in the crisis-struck 
SOUR: 

The new hike brings the 
price of fuel, in short sup- 
ply, closer to black mar- 
ket rates and comes after 
warnings from Lebanon's 
central bank that it can 
no longer continue to sub- 
sidize fuel purchases that 
have drained its foreign 
reserves. The ministry of en- 
ergy announced the new 
prices in a statement. 

The new government, con- 
firmed by parliament this 
week, said lifting subsidies 
— which account for bil- 
lions of dollars — would be 
among Its priorities. 
Lebanon has been expe- 
riencing a crippling eco- 
nomic and financial crisis, 
which the World Bank has 





Lebanon raises fuel prices 
for 2nd time in 5 days 


described as one of the 
worst in the world in the 
last 150 years. The country 
descended into financial 
chaos and_= impoverish- 
ment as the crisis unfolded 
in late 2019. The small coun- 
try of 6 million, including 
Syrian refugees, has been 
grappling with shortages of 
fuel, medicine and basic 
goods as foreign reserves 
dwindle and the economy 
contracts. The national 
currency has been in free 
fall, losing more than 90% 
of its value. Since then, the 
import-dependent Leba- 
non's currency has multiple 
exchange rates, includ- 
Ing ones set to organize 
imports. The Central Bank 
said last month it will start 
extending credit to fuel im- 
porters at the market rate, 


effectively signaling the 
end of subsidies. 
The government's — prior- 


ity is to restart negotiations 
with the International Mon- 


etary Fund for a recovery 
package. Talks with the 
former government failed 
after disagreement over 
the scope of the problem. 
Lebanon defaulted on its 
foreign debt for the first 
time in March 2020. 

It is not immediately clear 
if this is the final price in- 


crease before subsidies 
are totally lifted. 
Following Wednesday's 


gas price hikes, people will 
have to pay some fen times 
more for fuel compared to 
ore-crisis rates. A common 
Unit of measurement — 20 
liters — of 95-octane gaso- 
line now costs 202,400 — 
about $14.45. 

The Lebanese currency, 
pegged for 30 years to 
the dollar at 1,500 Leba- 
nese pounds for $1, has 
been hovering at around 
ten times that rate in the 
black market. It traded at 
around 15,400 Lebanese 
pounds on Wednesday.) 
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CDC panel tackles who needs booster 
shot of COVID vaccine 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
and MIKE STOBBE 

AP Medical Writers 

An influential panel of ad- 
visers to the Centers for 
the Disease Control and 
Prevention convened on 
Wednesday fo debate 
which Americans should 
get COVID-19 booster shots 
and when a question that 
has proved more conten- 
tious than the Biden ad- 
ministration apparently ex- 
pected. The meeting came 
days after a different advi- 
sory group this one serving 
the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration overwhelmingly 
rejected a sweeping White 
House plan to dispense 
third shots to nearly every- 
one. Instead, that panel 
endorsed booster doses of 
the Pfizer vaccine only for 
senior citizens and those at 
high risk from the virus. 
While the COVID-19 vac- 
cines continue to offer 
strong protection against 
severe illness, hospitaliza- 
tion and death, immunity 
against milder infection 
seems fo be dropping 
months after vaccination. 
Last week's FDA advisory 
panel decision was only the 
first hurdle as the govern- 
ment sets its booster policy. 
The FDA itself still has to de- 
cide whether it agrees with 
its advisers’ recommenda- 
tion and will authorize Pfizer 
boosters. 

If it does, the CDC then must 
recommend who_ should 
get the extra shots after 


hearing from its own Advi- 
sory Committee on Immu- 
nization Practices, whose 
meeting was scheduled to 
extend into Thursday. 

The priority still is to vac- 
cinate the unvaccinated, 
who the CDC says account 
for the vast majority of CO- 
VID-19 cases, Now soaring 
to levels not seen since last 
winter. About 182 million 
Americans are fully vaccl- 
nated, or nearly 55% of the 
population. 

"| want to highlight that in 
September of 2021 in the 
United States, deaths from 
COVID-19 are largely vac- 
cine-oreventable with the 
orimary series of any of the 
three vaccines available," 
said Dr. Matthew Daley, a 
researcher at Kaiser Per- 
manente Colorado and 
CDC adviser who opened 
Wednesday's deliberations. 
And the public must under- 
stand that no matter how 
good a COVID-19 vaccine, 
when it comes to milder in- 
fections, "it is unlikely that 
we will prevent everything,’ 
said Dr. Helen Keipp Talbot 
of Vanderbilt University. 


Many experts are torn 
about the need for boost- 
ers because they see the 
COVID-19 vaccines work- 
iINg as expected. It is nor- 
mal for virus-blocking anti- 
bodies to be highest right 
after vaccination and then 
wane over the following 
months. 

"We don't care if antibodies 
wane. You care what is the 
minimum" needed for pro- 
tection, said Dr. Sarah Long 
of Drexel University. 

No one yet knows the anti- 
body level threshold below 
which someone's risk for 
infection suddenly jumps. 
Even then, the body has 
back-up defenses. 

There's also a hint that 
at age 75, there may be 
some decline in protection 
against hospitalization. But 
the CDC said there is little 
information on waning im- 
munity in younger people 
with chronic medical prob- 
lems. Another question was 
how many months after the 
second shot the booster 
should be given. Scien- 
tists have talked about six 
months or eight months.L) 
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HTTA 

Want to Sell your Time Share 
Condo or property in Aruba? 
Contact the expert 36 Years 
Doing Honest business 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Special of the week 
Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #35 Room #2543 
1BR WK #35 Room #2345 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$3,5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Special of the week 

La Cabana beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK #35 Room #346 E 
Ocean Front 

Price :$6,5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #34, 35,36 

Room #2518 garden view 

1 BR WK #38 room #2322 
Harbor view price :$4K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

Studio WK # 37 room #832 
33 weeks remain 

Price :$6.5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf /Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2 BR Garden view $7K 

2 BR Ocean view $8K 

2 BR Ocean Front $16K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Gold Coast 

2 BR, 3 bath 

Price :$280 K 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra Del sol 

3 BR 2 1/2bath 

Fully furnished with garage 
Ocean view 

Price :$450K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Noord 

Dutch Village 

Motivated seller 

2 BR 2 1/2bath 

Price :$175K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Tibushie wespunt 

2 bedroom ,2 bath 

With and appartment 

Pool Price :$290 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214593 


Sun Caribbean 

Looking for a property in Aruba? 

Go to: http://WWW. 

SUNCARIBBEANREALTY.COM 
214591 
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Trudeau's Liberals win 
Canada election 


By ROB GILLIES 

Associated Press 

TORONTO (AP) — Canadi- 
ans gave Prime Minister Jus- 
tin Trudeau's Liberal Party a 
victory in Monday's parlia- 
mentary elections, but his 
gamble to win a majority of 
seats failed and nearly mir- 
rored the result of two years 
ago. The Liberals won the 
most seats of any party. The 
49-year-old Trudeau chan- 
neled the star power of his 
father, the Liberal icon and 
late Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau, when he first won 
election in 2015 and has 
led his party to the top fin- 
ish in two elections since. 
Trudeau's Liberals were 
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leading or elected in 156 
seats one less than they 
won 2019, and 14 short of 
the 170 needed for a ma- 
jority in the House of Com- 
mons. 

The Conservatives were 
leading or elected in 121 
seats, the same number 
they won in 2019. The left- 
ist New Democrats were 
leading or elected in 27, a 
gain of three seats, while 
the Quebec-based Bloc 
Quebecois remained un- 
changed with 32 seats and 
the Greens were down To 
two. L} 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Nigeria-born designer Joy Meribe opens Milan Fashion Week 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
AP Fashion Writer 


MILAN (AP) — _ Nigeria- 
born designer Joy Meribe 
opened Milan — Fashion 


Week on Wednesday with 
her debut runway collec- 
tion, a concrete success for 
a movement to promote 
diversity in Italian fashion 
just a year after launching. 
The Italian National Fashion 
Chamber tapped Meribe 
to open six days of wo- 
menswear previews _ for 
Spring-Summer 2022 after 
her inaugural collection for 
the "We are Made in Italy" 
initiative last year found 
commercial success. 
"Beyond whatever video, 
proclamation or manifesto 
that we make, the real test 
is whether clients buy your 
products. Joy passed that 
exam," said Italian-Haitian 
designer Stella Jean, who 
helped launch the initiative 
in the summer of 2020, ask- 
ing the question, "Do Black 
Lives Matter in Italian Fash- 
ione" inspired by the USS. 
movement and _ following 
racists gaffes by major Ital- 
ian fashion houses. 

‘It wouldnt have been so 
quick, if there wasn't an ac- 
celeration from the United 
States, said Jean, who 
basked in the early success 


Z 





Designer Joy Meribe poses for a photo in the backstage of her Spring Summer 2022 collection, 
unveiled during the Milan Fashion Week, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021. 


in the front row alongside It- 
aly-based U.S.-born design- 
er Edward Buchanan and 
Afro Fashion Week Milano 
founder Michelle Ngonmo. 
Meribe broke down in 
tears after the show as she 
thanked the fashion cham- 
ber and the movement's 
founders for getting her to 
the runway. 

The collection featured 
tiered and ruffled skirts and 


jackets with built-in capes 
that were both regal, as 
seen in an_ off-shoulder 
dress sweeping the ground, 
and hip, including a mini 
day-dresses and shoulder- 
baring tunic. 

Textiles were an explosion 
of bright yellow against sky 
blue, with tropic prints fea- 
turing thatched cottages 
against flourishing banana 
trees, which Meribe said 


(AP Photo/Luca Bruno) 


was meant to celebrate a 
return to more normality. 
"We have passed from a 
dark moment, and | want- 
ed to create something full 
of hope and light, the joy of 
restarting, she said back- 
stage. 

The initiative that launched 
Meribe opened its second 
edition this fashion week, 
an all-female group of de- 
signers working in Italy with 
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roots in Togo, Morocco, 
Haiti, Cuba and India, fol- 
lowing last year's "Fab Five" 
inaugural class of all Afri- 
can-born designers. 

"There is movement hap- 
pening," said Buchanan, 
the American designer be- 
hind the Sansovino 6 label. 
"Of course everything takes 
time, but it takes somehow 
an industry to get used to 
the idea that these are tal- 
ents like any other.’ 

To point, they have cre- 
ated a database of more 
than 3,000 fashion profes- 
sionals with diverse racial 
and ethnic backgrounds 
living in Italy, including de- 
sIQNers, merchandisers, 
ohotographers and stylists, 
with the aim of putting to 
rest the notion that diverse 
talents weren't available in 
Italy. 

But even while marking 
progress on diversity being 
made in the industry, orga- 
nizers said that a racist inci- 
dent at a four-star hotel in 
Milan aimed at this year's 
"Fab Five" underlined the 
work still ahead. 

Jean said the incident "is 
the proof that everything 
we are doing today, more 
than ever, needs to be 
done. It is a necessity."L) 








By MIKE SILVERMAN 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Charles 
Blow recalls being in the 
audience at the premiere 
of the opera based on his 
memotr, "Fire Shut Up in My 
Bones," and watching the 
scene that depicts his sex- 
ual abuse as a child by an 
older cousin. 

'To be honest," he said, 
‘it was more uncomfort- 
able watching everybody 
watching me. Because 
they were so unnerved by 
it they worried about my 
reaction." 

They needn't have been 
concerned, Blow © said 
in an interview. "When | 
wrote the book I'd already 
dealt with all that," he said. 
‘| don't have the residual 
trauma that a lot of peo- 
ple expect me to have." 
Blow, a columnist for The 


New York Times, will again 
be in the audience when 
the opera opens the Met- 
ropolitan Opera season 
on Sept. 27. It will be the 
first Operatic performance 
in the house since the 
pandemic shutdown 18 
months ago. 

More — history-making | Is 
the fact that "Fire," with a 
score by jazz trumpeter 
and composer Terence 
Blanchard, will be the first 
opera by a Black musician 
oresented at the Met in Its 
138 years. 

“Of course youre filled with 
oride to be labeled with 
that," Blanchard said after 
a rehearsal last week. "But 
there's a certain sense of, 
not guilt, but sorrow, be- 
cause | know I'm not the 
first who was qualified." 
For example, Blanchard 
said he was at the Opera 


Theatre of St. Louis this 
summer — where. "Fire" 
premiered in 2019 — and 
heard a performance of 
"Highway 1,° a one-act 
opera by Black composer 
William Grant Still first oer- 
formed in 1963. 

Blanchard said OTSL artis- 
tic director James Robin- 
son had been after him to 
compose another opera 
after his first, “Champion,” 
based on the life of boxer 
Emile Griffith, premiered 
there in 2013. When _ his 
wife, Robin Burgess, rec- 
ommended he read 
Blow's memoir, Blanchard 
SiC hCG) clone. 

In his book, Blow, now 51, 
describes growing up in 
poverty as a shy, sensitive 
child in rural Louisiana with 
four macho older brothers, 
a philandering drunk for a 
father and a warm-heart- 


Met season to open with first-ever opera by Black composer 


ed, hard-working mother 
who carried a gun in her 
ourse. "What drew me To 
this story was the notion 
of being isolated and dif- 
ferent in your own com- 
munity," said Blanchard, 
who was born in New Or- 
leans. ‘| knew a lot about 
that growing up, want- 
Ing to be a musician and 
walking to the bus stop 
on the weekends, carry- 
Ing my horn and wearing 
glasses while the other 
boys were playing football 
in the street. That was not 
a popular look." To write 
the libretto, Blanchard 
enlisted filmmaker Kasi 
Lemmons, his friend and 
frequent collaborator. 
She had never written an 
opera libretto, though she 
said it was on a "bucket 
list’ of things she hoped 
someday to accomplish. " 


didn't know what the pro- 
cess normally was,’ Lem- 
mons said. "| didn't even 
know the libretto went first. 
| thought maybe the mvu- 
sic came first." For advice, 
she turned fo Robinson 
who gave her the crucial 
suggestion that "in an op- 
era, anything can sing." 
Inspired by that, she creat- 
ed two characters known 
as Destiny and Loneliness 
who accompany Blow at 
different points in his life. 
She also has a child in the 
role of the young Charles 
on stage at various points 
alongside the adult char- 
acter. 

Lemmons said she was 
nervous about how Blow 
might react to some of her 
inventions because, "OK, 
I've written this guy's loneli- 
ness as a character. That's 
pretty intrusive.) 
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By PAUL NEWBERRY 

AP National Writer 

When Elizabeth  Beisel's 
dad got the awful news — 
pancreatic cancer — the 
Olympic swimming med- 
alist knew she had to do 
something, anything, that 
would give him a reason to 
get Up every morning. 

Off the coast of her native 
Rhode Island is a popular 
vacation spot were Ted 
Beisel and his family had 
soent so many treasured 
moments over the years. 
Voila! Elizabeth Beisel de- 
cided she would swim to 
Block Island — nearly 10 1/2 
miles from the mainland — 
to honor her ailing father 
and raise money for can- 
cer research. 

Never mind that she had 
retired from competition 
after three Olympics. Never 
mind that she had done all 
her serious swimming at a 
pool, never in treacherous 
open waters like the Aftlan- 
tic Ocean. 

"Go big or go home, right¢" 
she said over the phone this 
week. 

Sadly, her father won't be 
there to cheer her on Sat- 
urday when she attempts 
to become the first woman 
to complete the grueling 
swim to Block Island. 

Ted Beisel died July 1, 
roughly seven months after 
his cancer was diagnosed. 
He was 7/1. 

But his daughter has no 
doubt that her quest made 
his final months a bit more 
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Olympic swimmer Beisel hits the ocean to honor her father 





bearable. “He knew that 
he and his fight was go- 
ing to help somebody else 
beat cancer, or maybe just 
soend an extra few weeks 
with a loved one," she said. 
"This entire swim gave my 
dad a sense of new mean- 
ing. That's all you can ask 
for as a daughter." 

Ted Beisel's spirit will be 
looming when Elizabeth 
steps into those cool Atlan- 
tic waters for a daunting 
journey that figures to take 
Up To seven hours fo Ccom- 


plete. 
If she actually makes it. 
"There's definitely some 


trepidation, only because 
it's something I've never 
done before," Beisel said. "| 
believe | can, but | haven't 
done it. That's something 
mentally | will have to over- 
come — especially in the 


middle of the swim, when 
inevitably | will want to quit." 
The 29-year-old Beisel com- 
peted in three Olympics 
over her long career on the 
U.S. national feam, becom- 
ing as well known for her 
booming voice and unin- 
hibited personality as she 
was her excellence in the 
water. 

She was the youngest mem- 
ber of the American team 
at the 2008 Beijing Olym- 
pics, a few weeks shy of 
her 16th birthday when she 
just missed out on medals in 
her two events with fourth- 
and fifth-place finishes. 
Four years later in London, 
Beisel claimed silver in the 
400-meter individual med- 
ley and bronze in the 200 
backstroke. She closed out 
her Olympic career with a 
sixth-place finish in the 400 


Associated Press 
IM at the 2016 Rio Games. 
She won't be racing the 
clock on her way to Block 
Island, but she is following 
all rules and regulations of 
marathon swimming. 
Beisel will be wearing a reg- 
ulation one-piece suit, simi- 
lar to the one she used to 
practice in as a pool swim- 
mer. Shell only have one 
cap and one set of gog- 
gles. She cant grab onto 
either of the two boats ac- 
companying her to get ina 
little rest. 
The water temperature is 
expected fo be in the up- 
per 60s (roughly 20 degrees 
Celsius), @ good 10 de- 
grees colder than she was 
used To in the pool. She's 
been taking cold showers 
to acclimate her body to 
the chilly conditions. 
Beisel is most concerned 


about the winds and poten- 
tial swells that could throw 
her off course or make her 
swim even more strenuous 
than she's already expect- 
ing. In fact, she had ini- 
tially planned to make her 
attempt on Wednesday, 
but rough seas prompted 
her safety team to push it 
back three days in hopes 
of calmer weather. 

"This is a completely differ- 
ent beast," Beisel said. "l 
literally do not know what 
to expect at all. When | 
stepped up on the blocks 
in the 400 IM, | knew what 
to expect every time." 
Beisel began training in 
February, but the pandem- 
ic made it difficult to stay 
ona consistent schedule. 
Still she feels prepared 
for the most grueling swim 
of her life. If nothing else, 
she's got plenty of motiva- 
tion. Beisel talks lovingly of 
her father, a construction 
worker and avid Green Bay 
Packers fan whose wealth 
of knowledge always left 
his family in awe. 

He was thrilled when Beisel 
told him of her plan to swim 
to Block Island — and took 
a huge interest in her train- 
ing — but didn't want fo re- 
veal that he was the reason 
she was raising money for 
the fight against cancer. 
"He didn't want anybody 
to feel sorry for him," Beisel 
sald. "This wasn't just about 
him, but everybody who 
was fighting cancer or had 
lost someone to cancer."L) 





Browns’ Beckham full go in practice, 
could return vs Bears 


By TOM WITHERS 

AP Sports Writer 

BEREA, Ohio (AP) — Odell 
Beckham Jr.'s return moved 
a little closer to reality. 
Browns coach Kevin Ste- 
fanski did not rule out Beck- 
ham for Sunday's game 
against Chicago, clearing 
the way for the star wide 
receiver to make his sea- 
son debut and play for the 
first time since undergoing 
knee surgery last year. 
“We'll see how he progress- 
es this week, but | expect 
him to be full go today at 
practice," Stefanski said be- 
fore the Browns worked out 


in their indoor field house 
because of heavy rain. Last 
week, Stefanski slammed 
shut any speculation about 
Beckham's status by saying 
he would not play against 
Houston days before the 
home opener. Beckham 
had been in line to play 
Week 1 at Kansas City, but 
was ruled inactive following 
pregame warmups after 
telling the team he wasn't 
prepared to handle the 
workload they had in store 
for him. Stefanski was asked 
if the plan is for Beckham to 
play against the Bears. 

"The plan is to practice 


Wednesday, see how it 
goes this week, but I'm 
not ruling him out," Ste- 
fanski said. Beckham has 
been listed as "limited" in 
every Cleveland practice 
through the season's first 
two weeks. On Tuesday, 
the 28-year-old, who recov- 
ered from anterior cruciate 
ligament surgery quicker 
than expected, looked like 
he has since training camp, 
running crisp routes with his 
customary bursts of soeed. 
Beckham's return could 
come at an ideal time for 
the Browns, who will be with- 
out receiver Jarvis Landry 


for at least three games. 
Landry suffered a sprained 
knee ligament against the 
Texans and went on injured 
reserve Monday. Stefanski 
remains noncommittal on 
Beckham, but appreciates 





Associated Press 


what he can give quarter- 
back Baker Mayfield and 
Cleveland's offense. "We'll 
see how it goes, but I'll tell 
you Odell has been great 
out here at practice," Ste- 
fanski said. L} 
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Americans champs at pingpong table, not so much Ryder Cup 


By TIM DAHLBERG 

AP Sports Writer 
SHEBOYGAN, Wis. (AP) — 
Bryson DeChambeau was 
so excited about making 
the last Ryder Cup team 
that he went out and 
bought a new pingpong 
paddle to bring with him to 
France. Patrick Reed cel- 
ebrated the 2016 U.S. Ry- 
der Cup win in Minnesota 
by playing table tennis with 
actor Bill Murray. 

And when Phil Mickelson is 
running off about dominat- 
ing and hitting bombs, he 
could be talking about his 
pingpong game and not 
his golf. Yes, the U.S. team 
has struggled mightily on 
the golf course against the 
Europeans in recent years, 
losing nine of the last 12 Ry- 
der Cups and four of the 
last five. 

Give them paddles and 
Qa proper pingpong table, 
though, and they turn into 
world beaters. 

‘There's something about 
the hand-eye coordination 
and the competitive drive," 
Stewart Cink said a few 
years ago. ‘| dont know, 
golfers and pingpong, they 
just go together." 

That's true at least in the U.S. 
team room, where over the 
years Mickelson has faced 
off against players from Ti- 
ger Woods on down, and 
the action has gotten hot 


shios on Wednesday. 
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BRUGGE, Belgium (AP) — Veteran Tony 
Martin ended his much-decorated ca- 
reer in style as Germany won the mixed 
relay race at cycling's world champion- 


The 36-year-old Martin, a four-time time 
trial world champion from Germany 
who also won five Tour de France stages 
and wore the famed yellow jersey, an- 
nounced last week that he would end 
his 14-year professional career after the 








Team USA members walk up the fifth hole during a practice day at the Ryder Cup at the Whistling 
Straits Golf Course Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021, in Sheboygan, Wis. 


and heavy. The Americans 
like to describe It as a team- 
building exercise, though it 
doesn't seem to have built 
the kind of teams neces- 
sary to beat the Europeans. 
Still, at every Ryder Cup 
there's talk about the U.S. 
players and their pingoong 
matches. The team that 
plays together bonds fo- 
gether, the theory goes, 
and if there's anything the 
Americans are in desper- 
ate need of if is some good 
team bonding. 

So there was DeCham- 
beau on Tuesday talking 
not about his feud with 
Brooks Koepka but about 
his match the previous 
night with Daniel Berger. 
"He beat me. There are 


Tony Martin ends career with gold 
medal at cycling worlds 


world championships. 

He finished sixth in Sunday's individual 
time trial won by Filippo Ganna of Italy 
and said he would call it a day after 
competing in the mixed relay, where 
teams of three men and three women 
compete against each other in a team 
time trial. The men's teams started from 
the North Sea resort of Knokke-Heist and 
completed da 22.5-kilometer (14-mile) 
course to Brugge, where their female 
teammates took over for a 22-kilometer 
loop around the picturesque city. 

Martin and his five teammates — Lisa 
Brennauer, Lisa Klein, Mieke Kroeger, Ni- 
kias Arndt and Maximilian Richard Wals- 
cheid — finished 12.79 seconds faster 
than the Dutch team that included world 
champion Ellen van Dijk and Olympic 
champion Annemiek van Vleuten. 

ltaly completed the podium, lagging 
37.74 seconds behind. 


obviously excuses | could 
make, but | wont,’ De- 
Chambeau said. "I'm pretty 
sour GQbout It." 

On an analytics-driven 
team, there are no official 
stats from the table tennis 
matches. No devices mea- 
suring paddle soeed or the 
smash factor of a paddle 
meeting ball, either. 

And no way to quantify the 
game's effect on the Ryder 
Cup because, truth be fold, 
there probably Isn't any. 
But fun is fun. Having some- 
thing to do while spending 
hours at a time in the team 
room Is important. 

And bragging rights are 
bragging rights, no matter 
the sport. Mickelson Isn't 
playing in the Ryder Cup 
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for the first time since his 
rookie debut in 1995, but 
he is here as a vice cap- 
tain. Instead of packing 
clubs, he packed his pad- 
dle and presumably will be 
in the middle of the table 
tennis action. Lefty, by all 
accounts, is a Ryder Cup 
pingeong Hall of Famer. 
But the best U.S. player over 
the years is said to be Matt 
Kuchar, who didn't make 
this year's team. 

Kuchar is also regarded 
as a master trash talker, 
which he showed off after 
dispatching a young Jor- 
dan Spieth in the 2014 Ry- 
der Cup in Scotland. "l think 
Jordan Spieth was the one 
guy that challenged me to 
singles, and he got what 





he knew he was going to 
get,’ Kuchar said. While the 
Americans try to bond as a 
team at the pingpong ta- 
ble, their opponents seem 
to have little need for the 
sport, which interestingly 
enough was invented by 
an Englishman. They bond 
the old-fashioned way, 
which this week included 
watching an_ inspirational 
video about how rare it is 
to make a Ryder Cup team 
compared fo other sports. 
No need to manufacture 
team spirit among the Eu- 
ros. Not when it comes en- 
graved on the invitation to 
join the team. 

‘To be honest, my team 
at the moment the atmo- 
sohere is exactly where you 
would want If," European 
captain Padraig Harrington 
said. "Literally, | don't want 
to mess it up from here." 
The goal on both sides re- 
mains the same, pingpong 
or not. The Europeans just 
seem to understand how to 
execute It better. 

"We play for each other. | 
think that's the best thing 
that you can do," Rory 
Mcllroy said. "You play for 
the guys that are beside 
you. You play for everyone 
that's helping our team try 
to win this week."R 

Not to mention, you play 
to beat those pingpong- 
loving Americans.L] 
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CANTON, Ohio (AP) — Ten 


first-year eligible players, 
including defensive stand- 
outs DeMarcus Ware and 
Robert Mathis, and receiv- 
ers Andre Johnson, Steve 
Smith and Anquan Boldin 
are among 122 nominees 
for the 2022 class of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. 

Other first-year eligibles are 
kick returner Devin Hester; 
offensive linemen Jake 
Long and Nick Mangold; 
defensive lineman Vince 
Wilfork and defensive back 


Antonio Cromartie. 

The list will be reduced to 25 
semifinalists in November 
and to 15 finalists in Janu- 
ary before the selection 
committee discusses and 
chooses the class of 2022 
that will be enshrined in Au- 
gust.The roster of nominees 
consists of 65 offensive 
players, 46 defensive play- 
ers and 11 special feamers. 
Finalists from 2021 re-nom- 
inated for next year are 
wide receivers Reggie 
Wayne and Torry Holt; tack- 
le Tony Boselli; defensive 
end Jared Allen; defensive 
tackle Richard Seymour; 
linebackers Sam Mills and 
Zach Thomas; and defen- 
sive backs Ronde Barber 
and LeRoy Butler.) 


